
Science and Technology Adviser to the Secretary of State  
Position Description 

 
The role of the Science and Technology Adviser to the Secretary of State is vitally important in 
an increasingly technologically complex world. The Adviser participates in meetings with the 
Secretary, reports to the Under Secretary for Economic Growth, Energy, and the Environment, 
and coordinates closely intra- and inter-agency on international science, technology and 
innovation (STI) efforts, which cut across the Department of State and USAID. The Office of the 
Science and Technology Adviser to the Secretary (STAS) was established in 2000 based on 
recommendations from a National Research Council study, which highlighted the importance of 
STI to all aspects of foreign policy.  STAS’ mission is to use science diplomacy to achieve foreign 
policy goals and to integrate STI into the Department’s priorities for building knowledge-based 
societies globally. 
 
Specific functions include: 
 

 Integrates STI as elements of soft power. 
 

 Develops a coherent portfolio of STI initiatives to support foreign policy goals. 
 

 Provides expert insight and advice on STI to all State Department principals on issues ranging 
from innovation, economic development and trade to arms control and security.  
 

 Provides outreach to the STI community domestic and foreign. 
 

 Serves as advocate for science-based policy at the Department of State, within the inter-agency, 
and in the international community. 

 

 Facilitates Department efforts to forge STI cooperation with countries of strategic interest. 
 
Specific qualities include: 
 

 Strong record of science or technology accomplishment, including appropriate academic 
credentials and a record of accomplishment.  
 

 High professional standing in STI community.  
 

 Strong communication skills. 
 

 Sensitivity to foreign cultures and needs of foreign countries. 
 

 Commitment to increasing diversity in the STI field.  
 

 Ability to function effectively in public and private institutions and in different settings. 
 

 Record of innovative thinking. 
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 Ability to function as a strong and effective team player. 
 

 Policy experience highly recommended. 
 

STAS Office Priorities 
 
Promoting STI to Support Economic Growth. Innovative, knowledge-based economies support more 
stable prosperous societies, represent new markets for U.S. businesses, and are more likely to play a 
responsible role in global governance.   
 
Increasing the Department’s STI capacity. 
Expanding scientific expertise through science fellowships and training helps bring extra power to 
address economic, political and security challenges. 
 
Empowering Women in STI. Nations must strengthen educational opportunities for and reduce the 
barriers to high-skilled careers for women as a key pathway to economic growth.  
 
Expanding Science-based Decision-making Around the World. Nations with well-funded scientific 
enterprises and objective  S&T advice can improve the transparency and effectiveness of their decision-
making. 
 
Tracking Emerging Scientific Trends and Transformational Technologies. Anticipating the global spread 
and impact of scientific advances and emerging technologies enables the Department to respond 
efficiently to challenges and opportunities.  
 
Building Effective Public-Private STI Partnerships. Leveraging U.S. STI capabilities and expanding 
cooperation requires close coordination with companies, academia, professional societies and 
philanthropic organizations.   
 


