
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

For immediate release 
 

Brian Wilson honored with Britton Chance Biomedical Optics Award  
 
BELLINGHAM, Washington, USA — 14 March 2014 -- Brian Wilson, Head of the Division of Biophysics 
and Bioimaging at the Ontario Cancer Institute is the 2014 recipient of the SPIE Britton Chance 
Biomedical Award. SPIE presents this award in recognition of his many contributions to biomedical 
optics over the past 30 years, including his pioneering work in photodynamic therapy. Wilson will accept 
the award at SPIE Photonics Europe in Brussels in April. 
  
“Brian’s world-class research accomplishments, world-renown reputation, ongoing and prolific 
innovation as well as his pioneering efforts at clinical translation of photon-based technology, all sum 
together to portray an extraordinary and elite scientist who deserves more than anyone else in our field 
to be the recipient of this award,” said Dennis Matthews of the Center for Biophotonics at the University 
of California, Davis. 
 
Wilson is noted for his pioneering work in photodynamic therapy (PDT), including the novel concepts of 
PDT beacons, metronomic PDT, and nanotechnology-enabled PDT, as well as unique technology 
development and clinical trials in the brain, prostate, and metastatic bone lesions. 
 
His groundbreaking research in multimodality endoscopic detection/assessment of early tumors draws 
on the complementary strengths of fluorescence, Raman, diffuse reflectance, and optical coherence 
tomography effects. In addition to innovative work in the gastrointestinal tract, these platforms are now 
being extended to detection and differential diagnosis of lung and head and neck cancers, including the 
development of cancer-specific targeting contrast agents to enhance efficacy. 
 
Wilson is an SPIE Member and has served on the program committee for the Biophotonics: Photonic 
Solutions for Better Health Care conference at SPIE Photonics Europe since 2008. He has served as an 
SPIE conference and session chair and his papers have been published extensively in the SPIE Journal of 

Biomedical Optics (JBO) (http://biomedicaloptics.spiedigitallibrary.org/journal.aspx?journalid=93). He 
has authored more than 500 journal articles, book chapters, and conference proceedings. He currently 
serves on dozens of committees including the Canadian Cancer Society Research Institute, US National 
Institutes of Health, and the National Science Foundation. 
 
The Britton Chance Biomedical Optics Award is presented annually in recognition of outstanding lifetime 
contributions to the field of biomedical optics through the development of innovative, high impact 
technologies. The award particularly honors pioneering contributions to optical methods and devices 
that have facilitated advancements in biology or medicine. 
 
For more information on the 2014 SPIE Award recipients and past winners, visit www.spie.org/x45.xml. 
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SPIE presents several yearly awards that recognize outstanding individual and team technical 
accomplishments and meritorious service to the Society. SPIE urges you to nominate a colleague for his 
or her outstanding achievements. Nominations may be made through October 1 of any given year and 
are considered active for three years from the submission date. Visit www.spie.org/x1164.xml for 
instructions and nomination forms. 
 
SPIE is the international society for optics and photonics, a not-for-profit organization founded in 1955 
to advance light-based technologies. The Society serves nearly 235,000 constituents from approximately 
155 countries, offering conferences, continuing education, books, journals, and a digital library in 
support of interdisciplinary information exchange, professional networking, and patent precedent. SPIE 
provided $3.2 million in support of education and outreach programs in 2013. 
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