
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
For immediate release 
 
 
Aydogan Ozcan honored with SPIE Early Career Achievement Award 
 
BELLINGHAM, Washington, USA – 25 April 2011 – Aydogan Ozcan, University of California, 
Los Angeles, CA, USA, is the 2011 recipient of the Early Career Achievement Award in 
recognition of his pioneering contributions to non-destructive nonlinear material 
characterization techniques, near-field and on-chip imaging and diagnostic systems. 
 
“Prof. Ozcan invented the concept of differential near-field scanning optical microscopy, 
which significantly improves the optical signal to noise ratio in near-field imaging,” said Jia-
Ming Liu, a professor in the Electrical Engineering Department at UCLA. “Such a jump in the 
performance of optical near-field imaging enables the use of sensor arrays such as 
spectrometers to open new avenues for high resolution optical imaging that would normally 
not be feasible with the existing approaches.” 
 
Ozcan is an SPIE member, and has authored numerous papers for SPIE symposia. He has 
served as a program committee member for SPIE Photonics West since 2009. 
 
SPIE Early Career Achievement Award is given annually to an early career professional in 
recognition of significant and innovative technical contributions to any of the engineering or 
scientific fields of interest to SPIE. The award is presented at an SPIE Conference devoted to 
the early career professional's field. An honorarium of $2,000 will be presented. 
 
For more information on this year’s recipient and past winners, visit 
http://spie.org/x7066.xml. 
 
SPIE presents several yearly awards that recognize outstanding individual and team 
technical accomplishments and meritorious service to the Society. SPIE urges you to 
nominate a colleague for his or her outstanding achievements. Nominations may be made 
through October 1 of any given year and are considered active for three years from the 
submission date. Visit SPIE.org/x1164.xml for instructions and nomination forms. 
 
SPIE, the international society for optics and photonics, was founded in 1955 to advance 
light-based technologies. Serving more than 180,000 constituents from 168 countries, the 
Society advances emerging technologies through interdisciplinary information exchange, 
continuing education, publications, patent precedent and career and professional growth. 
SPIE annually organizes and sponsors approximately 25 major technical forums, exhibitions 
and education programs in North America, Europe, Asia and the South Pacific, and supports 
scholarships, grants and other education programs around the world. 
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