
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Shoop honored with SPIE Educator Award  
 

BELLINGHAM, Washington, USA – 10 April 2013 - Barry L. Shoop, U.S. Military Academy, 

West Point is the 2013 Educator Award winner in recognition of his development of 

comprehensive criteria for optical engineering in the undergraduate college curriculum and 

overseeing the implementation of ABET requirements used for accreditation of 

undergraduate (BS) degrees in optical engineering. 

 
“Barry Shoop has taken on the daunting task of representing SPIE on the ABET 

(Accreditation Board for Engineering and Technology) Board as we bring “photonics 

engineering” and the accreditation of such programs to reality,” said Marc Nantel, Niagra 

College Canada. “Barry was nominated for this position and took the challenge to work with 

IEEE and ABET to lead SPIE’s efforts to become the society overseeing the process of 

accreditation for photonics engineering programs. This is no small task, and I must 

commend him for his critical work at bringing IEEE, SPIE, and ABET together on this 

process-heavy partnership. He is doing a fantastic job on this, and when new ABET-

accredited photonics engineering programs emerge in the future, it will be in great part due 

to Barry Shoop’s tireless efforts. “ 

 

Shoop, an SPIE Fellow, has served on the SPIE Education Committee since 2011, and 

currently also serves on the Strategic Planning Committee. He has presented numerous 

papers at SPIE symposia, and authored several journal articles. 

 

At the 2012 SPIE Optics + Photonics symposium, Shoop presented, “ABET accreditation and 

optics and photonics engineering: An association whose time has come.” 

 

The Educator Award is given annually in recognition of outstanding contributions to optics 

education by an SPIE instructor or an educator in the field. An honorarium of $2,000.00 will 

be presented. 

 

For more information on this year’s recipient and past winners, visit 

http://spie.org/x3069.xml. 

 

SPIE presents several yearly awards that recognize outstanding individual and team 

technical accomplishments and meritorious service to the Society. SPIE urges you to 

nominate a colleague for his or her outstanding achievements. Nominations may be made 

through October 1 of any given year and are considered active for three years from the 

submission date. Visit SPIE.org/x1164.xml for instructions and nomination forms. 

 

SPIE is the international society for optics and photonics, a not-for-profit organization 

founded in 1955 to advance light-based technologies. The Society serves nearly 225,000 

constituents from approximately 150 countries, offering conferences, continuing education, 

books, journals, and a digital library in support of interdisciplinary information exchange, 
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professional networking, and patent precedent. SPIE provided over $3.2 million in support 

of education and outreach programs in 2012. 
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