
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Richardson honored with Harold E. Edgerton Award 
 

BELLINGHAM, Washington, USA – 10 April 2013 – Martin C. Richardson, CREOL, 

University of Central Florida, is the 2013 recipient of the Harold E. Edgerton Award in 

recognition of his significant contributions to the field of high-speed diagnostics of transient 

dense-plasmas. 

 

Some of his career highlights include designing and building a burst-mode, multi-pulse 

Alexandrite laser system for fusion plasma diagnostics at Princeton University’s DoE-funded 

Plasma Physics Laboratory; the first demonstration of nanosecond high resolution x-ray 

image molecular labeling in single in-vitro cells with a pulsed x-ray source, a promising 

approach to structural dynamics analysis in living cells; and demonstrating, at the Max Born 

Institute, the production of high energy, (MeV) protons for the first time from a water jet 

target irradiated with a kHz femtosecond high intensity laser. 

 

“I have followed Dr. Richardson’s career, and have professionally incorporated his technical 

accomplishments in high-speed photography, lasers, optical techniques, and solutions to 

laser spatial and temporal diagnostics in my research,” said Dennis L. Paisley, Los Alamos 

National Lab, retired. “He has the theoretical understanding required to apply his knowledge 

to make direct application to his experimental research in high-speed photography and 

lasers, a unique skill not acquired by many individuals.” 

 

Richardson became an SPIE Fellow in 2013. He has authored numerous presentations and 

papers for SPIE symposia, and served as both a conference and session chair.  

 

The Harold E. Edgerton Award is presented annually for outstanding contributions to optical 

or photonic techniques in the application and understanding of high speed physical 

phenomena. The development of new technologies and the new application of existing 

technologies shall be considered in the determination of the award. 

 

SPIE presents several yearly awards that recognize outstanding individual and team 

technical accomplishments and meritorious service to the Society. SPIE urges you to 

nominate a colleague for his or her outstanding achievements. Nominations may be made 

through October 1 of any given year and are considered active for three years from the 

submission date. Visit SPIE.org/x1164.xml for instructions and nomination forms. 

 

SPIE is the international society for optics and photonics, a not-for-profit organization 

founded in 1955 to advance light-based technologies. The Society serves nearly 225,000 

constituents from approximately 150 countries, offering conferences, continuing education, 

books, journals, and a digital library in support of interdisciplinary information exchange, 

professional networking, and patent precedent. SPIE provided over $3.2 million in support 

of education and outreach programs in 2012. 
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