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Thompson honored with A.E. Conrady Award 
 

BELLINGHAM, Washington, USA – 10 April 2013 - Kevin P. Thompson, Synopsys Inc., is 

the 2013 recipient of the A.E. Conrady Award in recognition of his efforts to discover and 

develop a complete aberration theory for imaging optical systems; nodal aberration theory, 

that applies to rotationally nonsymmetric optical systems. 

 

“I have known Dr. Thompson for over 30 years and think he is a perfect choice for this 

award,” said nominator Dave Shafer, Intuitive Surgical Inc. “Thompson has over the period 

of 35 years worked diligently to advance a startling insight put forth by Roland Shack in 

1977, to discover and develop a complete aberration theory for imaging optical systems, 

nodal aberration theory, that applies to rotationally nonsymmetric optical systems that 

extends to freeform surfaces. Thompson is leading the way determining how and where to 

use the myriad of new parameters made available.” 

 

Thompson is a long-time Fellow of the Society, has served as an SPIE symposium, 

conference, and session chair; and has authored numerous papers.  

 

The A. E. Conrady Award is given annually in recognition of exceptional contributions in 

design, construction, and testing of optical systems and instrumentation. The recognition of 

this award is based on developments of new equipment, techniques, and applications for 

designing, testing, analyzing, and/or evaluating optical systems, components, and theories. 

$2,000.00 honorarium is sponsored by Optical Research Associates. 

 

For more information on this year’s recipient and past winners, visit 

http://spie.org/x3071.xml. 

 

SPIE presents several yearly awards that recognize outstanding individual and team 

technical accomplishments and meritorious service to the Society. SPIE urges you to 

nominate a colleague for his or her outstanding achievements. Nominations may be made 

through October 1 of any given year and are considered active for three years from the 

submission date. Visit SPIE.org/x1164.xml for instructions and nomination forms. 

 

SPIE is the international society for optics and photonics, a not-for-profit organization 

founded in 1955 to advance light-based technologies. The Society serves nearly 225,000 

constituents from approximately 150 countries, offering conferences, continuing education, 

books, journals, and a digital library in support of interdisciplinary information exchange, 

professional networking, and patent precedent. SPIE provided over $3.2 million in support 

of education and outreach programs in 2012. 
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