
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial Research Organisation 
honored with SPIE Technology Achievement Award 
 

BELLINGHAM, Washington, USA – 21 June 2012 – The Commonwealth Scientific and 

Industrial Research Organisation (CSIRO), of the Australian Center for Precision 

Optics, Linfield, Australia, is the 2012 recipient of the Technology Achievement award in 

recognition of the CSIRO ACPO team’s world-leading expertise in optical fabrication, 

metrology and coating, which has contributed to science and technology in many 

international projects over more than thirty years. 
 
“(It) has become very clear to me that CSIRO is one of the two leading optics 

manufacturers in the world, said Andreas Kuhnert, Jet Propulsion Laboratory, California 

Institute of Technology. “CSIRO has always pushed the technologies necessary for optics 

manufacturing beyond the known limits, much to the advantage of all customers that 

needed optics that were not available elsewhere.” 

 

ACPO team members have been strong supporters of SPIE and have served over many 

years on various program committees, e.g. Interferometry Techniques and Analysis and for 

Optical Manufacturing and Testing conferences. 

 

Team members include: 

Bob Oreb (Chief Operating Officer) 

Roger Netterfield (Chief Scientist) 

Achim Leistner (Master Optician) 

Jeff Seckold (Master Optician) 

David Farrant (Principal Research Scientist - Optical Metrology) 

Jan Burke (Senior Research Scientist - Optical Metrology) 

Katie Green (Fabrication and Materials Manager) 

Mark Gross (Senior Research Scientist - Optical Coatings) 

Svetlana Dligatch (Senior Research Scientist - Optical Coatings)  

Anatoli Chtanov (Electronics and Instrumentation Engineer) 

Philip Fairman (Electronics and Software Engineer) 

Edita Puhanic (Senior Optician) 

Matthias Burger (Senior Optician) 

Wayne Stuart (Optician) 

Ron Bulla (Optician) 

Terry Kinder (Mechanical & Instrumentation Engineer) 

Neil Blenman (Mechanical & Instrumentation Engineer) 

Khuen Wong (Project Secretary) 

 

The SPIE Technology Achievement Award is given annually to recognize outstanding 

technical accomplishment in optics, electro-optics, photonic engineering, or imaging. The 

recipient(s) shall have contributed significantly to the advancement of one or more of these 



areas with specific demonstration(s) or application(s). An honorarium of $2,000 will be 

presented. 

 

For more information on this year’s recipient and past winners, visit 

http://spie.org/x3072.xml. 

 

SPIE presents several yearly awards that recognize outstanding individual and team 

technical accomplishments and meritorious service to the Society. SPIE urges you to 

nominate a colleague for his or her outstanding achievements. Nominations may be made 

through October 1 of any given year and are considered active for three years from the 

submission date. Visit SPIE.org/x1164.xml for instructions and nomination forms. 

 

SPIE is the international society for optics and photonics, a not-for-profit organization 

founded in 1955 to advance light-based technologies. The Society serves nearly 225,000 

constituents from approximately 150 countries, offering conferences, continuing education, 

books, journals, and a digital library in support of interdisciplinary information exchange, 

professional growth, and patent precedent. SPIE provided over $2.7 million in support of 

education and outreach programs in 2011. 
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