
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Stenflo honored with G.G. Stokes Award 
 

BELLINGHAM, Washington, USA – 19 February 2012 – Jan Olof Stenflo, ETH Zurich, 

Institute of Astronomy, Zurich, Switzerland, is the 2012 recipient of the G.G. Stokes Award 

in recognition of his wide-ranging and fundamental work on both the measurement and 

theory of polarized radiation, which has revolutionized our understanding of the sun's 

magnetic field, the quantity underlying all solar activity. 

 

”Solar magnetic fields are of fundamental importance to astrophysics, as well as in 

controlling the heliosphere including near-Earth space weather, and polarized light provides 

the only reliable source of information at our disposal for their remote sensing, ”said Javier 

Trujillo Bueno, Instituto de Astrofísica de Canarias. “Without (Stenflo’s) contributions, our 

empirical knowledge of solar magnetic fields would be primitive and the polarimeters and 

diagnostic tools we use today for their exploration would not be as advanced as they 

actually are.” 

 

Stenflo has authored several papers for SPIE Astronomical Telescopes and Instrumentation. 

He has been honored with the 2008 Prix Janssen of the Société Astronomique de France, 

and is a member of the Royal Swedish Academy of Sciences, Norwegian Academy of 

Science and Letters, and the International Astronomical Union. 

 

The G. G. Stokes Award is given annually for exceptional contribution to the field of optical 

polarization. The award may be presented for a specific achievement, development, or 

invention of significant importance to optical science and society, or may be given for 

lifetime achievement. An honorarium of $2,000.00 will be presented, sponsored by ITT 

Industries, Hinds Instruments, Meadowlark Optics, L3 Communications, Polaris Sensor 

Technologies, and individual contributions from Russell Chipman. 

 

For more information on this year’s recipient and past winners, visit 

http://spie.org/x3065.xml. 

 

SPIE presents several annual awards that recognize outstanding individual and team 

technical accomplishments and meritorious service to the Society. SPIE urges you to 

nominate a colleague for his or her outstanding achievements. Nominations may be made 

through October 1 of any given year and are considered active for three years from the 

submission date. Visit SPIE.org/x1164.xml for instructions and nomination forms. 

 

SPIE is the international society for optics and photonics, a not-for-profit organization 

founded in 1955 to advance light-based technologies. The Society serves nearly 225,000 

constituents from approximately 150 countries, offering conferences, continuing education, 

books, journals, and a digital library in support of interdisciplinary information exchange, 

professional growth, and patent precedent. SPIE provided over $2.7 million in support of 

education and outreach programs in 2011. 
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