
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Malacara Hernández honored with SPIE Gold Medal of the Society 
 

BELLINGHAM, Washington, USA – 21 June 2012  – Daniel Malacara Hernández, Centro 

de Investigaciones en Optica, A.C. Leon Gto, Mexico, is the 2012 recipient of the Gold Medal 

Award in recognition of his significant contributions to the field of optics through his 

research, his books, and the establishment of Institutes in Mexico devoted to teaching and 

research in optics. 

 

“Malacara Hernández is a prolific author with particularly important work in interferometry,” 

said Duncan Moore, University of Rochester. “His book entitled Optical Shop Testing is the 

most important in the field.” 

 

Robert R. Shannon, College of Optical Sciences, The University of Arizona agrees, stating, 

“Malacara’s book Optical Shop Testing is the most comprehensive reference on the subject, 

and has become a must-have classic for those in the field. His companion book on the 

Analysis of Interferograms likewise serves as the basic source for information on the 

subject. The extension to optical design in his Handbook of Lens Design extends this 

comprehensive treatment to another important part of the field of optical engineering.” 

 

Malacara Hernández is an SPIE Fellow. He has authored numerous articles for the SPIE 

journal Optical Engineering, and presented at many SPIE conferences. He’s served the 

Society as a symposium chair, conference chair, editor, and a conference program 

committee member. He was editor of both the SPIE Milestone Series on Interference, 

Interferometry, and Interferometric Metrology; and Optical Shop Metrology. He received the 

A.E. Conrady Award in 1994. 

 

Malacara Hernández has received the National Prize of Sciences and Arts, the Rudolf and 

Hilda Kingslake scholarship at the University of Rochester; the Endowed Chair of CONACYT, 

the Mexican Academy Award for Optics, Sciences Award of the Academy of Scientific 

Research, Doctor Honoris Cause of INAOE, and the Galileo Galilei Award from the 

International Commission for Optics, 

 

“In 1980 (Malacara-Hernández) established the Centro de Investigaciones en Optica (CIO) 

in Leon, Gto, Mexico,” said James Wyant, College of Optical Sciences, University of Arizona. 

“I have visited CIO many times and it is a superb Optics and Research Institute. If you have 

not visited CIO, you should! For this achievement alone, he deserves the SPIE Gold Medal.” 

 

The Gold Medal of the Society is the highest honor the Society bestows. Beginning in 1977, 

it has been awarded annually in recognition of outstanding engineering or scientific 

accomplishments in optics, electro-optics, or photographic technologies or applications. The 

recipient(s) shall have made an exceptional contribution to the advancement of relevant 

technology. An honorarium of $10,000 will be presented. 

 



For more information on this year’s recipient and past winners, visit 

http://spie.org/x3077.xml. 

 

SPIE presents several yearly awards that recognize outstanding individual and team 

technical accomplishments and meritorious service to the Society. SPIE urges you to 

nominate a colleague for his or her outstanding achievements. Nominations may be made 

through October 1 of any given year and are considered active for three years from the 

submission date. Visit SPIE.org/x1164.xml for instructions and nomination forms. 

 

SPIE is the international society for optics and photonics, a not-for-profit organization 

founded in 1955 to advance light-based technologies. The Society serves nearly 225,000 

constituents from approximately 150 countries, offering conferences, continuing education, 

books, journals, and a digital library in support of interdisciplinary information exchange, 

professional growth, and patent precedent. SPIE provided over $2.7 million in support of 

education and outreach programs in 2011. 
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