
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Borucki honored with George W. Goddard Award 
 

BELLINGHAM, Washington, USA – 11 June 2012 – William J. Borucki, NASA Ames 

Research Center, Moffett Field, California, USA, is the 2012 recipient of the George W. 

Goddard Award in honor of 25 years of design and development of high-precision transit 

photometry techniques that enabled NASA's Kepler mission to revolutionize our knowledge 

about the frequency and distribution of extrasolar terrestrial planets. 
 
“We often underestimate the importance of perseverance in science, but very challenging 

goals are only reached after determined effort over an extended period of time,” said 

Charles Alcock, Harvard-Smithsonian Center for Astrophysics. “In addition to being 

proposed four times before being selected by NASA, Kepler faced the threat of cancellation 

on several occasions. Borucki kept the program alive, with help he drew from his 

management at Ames and from the astronomical community. Getting Kepler to launch was 

a heroic achievement!” 

 

Borucki has presented papers on the Kepler Mission at both SPIE Astronomical Telescopes 

and Instrumentation, and SPIE Photonics West. He’s won numerous awards, including the 

2010 NASA Outstanding Leadership Medal, and the 2011 Lancelot M. Berkeley Prize for 

Meritorious Work in Astronomy. 

 

The George W. Goddard Award is given annually in recognition of exceptional achievement 

in optical or photonic instrumentation for aerospace, atmospheric science, or astronomy. 

The award is for the invention and development of a new technique, photonic 

instrumentation, instrument, or system. An honorarium of $2,000 will be presented. 

 

For more information on this year’s recipient and past winners, visit 

http://spie.org/x3066.xml 

 

SPIE presents several yearly awards that recognize outstanding individual and team 

technical accomplishments and meritorious service to the Society. SPIE urges you to 

nominate a colleague for his or her outstanding achievements. Nominations may be made 

through October 1 of any given year and are considered active for three years from the 

submission date. Visit SPIE.org/x1164.xml for instructions and nomination forms. 

 

SPIE is the international society for optics and photonics, a not-for-profit organization 

founded in 1955 to advance light-based technologies. The Society serves nearly 225,000 

constituents from approximately 150 countries, offering conferences, continuing education, 

books, journals, and a digital library in support of interdisciplinary information exchange, 

professional growth, and patent precedent. SPIE provided over $2.7 million in support of 

education and outreach programs in 2011. 
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