
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lester honored with Harold E. Edgerton Award 
 

BELLINGHAM, Washington, USA – 11 June 2012 – Luke Lester, University of New Mexico 

(UNM), Albuquerque, NM, USA, is the 2012 recipient of the Harold E. Edgerton Award 

in recognition of his pioneering contributions to the development, characterization and 

integration of quantum dot mode-locked lasers as high-speed optical sources. 
 
“His research in this area has been on the forefront of an international effort to fully 

characterize and understand the advantages of quantum dots for mode-locked operation, 

and could lead to the first widespread use of the quantum dot lasers because of their 

advantages and high-speed dynamics,” said Dennis Deppe, Senior Research Scientist at 

CREOL The College of Optics and Photonics. “Without (Lester’s) efforts and 

accomplishments, it’s doubtful that the quantum dot lasers could have achieved their 

current level of research and development throughout the world.” 

 

Lester is an SPIE member, and long-time presenter and session chair for the Quantum Dots 

and Nanostructures: Synthesis, Characterization, and Modeling VII conference at SPIE 

Photonics West. He was Outstanding Teacher in UNM Dept. of Electrical and Computer 

Engineering in 2007, and named UNM Microelectronics Endowed Chair Professor in 2008. 

 

The Harold E. Edgerton Award is presented annually for outstanding contributions to optical 

or photonic techniques in the application and understanding of high speed physical 

phenomena. The development of new technologies and the new application of existing 

technologies shall be considered in the determination of the award. 

 

SPIE presents several yearly awards that recognize outstanding individual and team 

technical accomplishments and meritorious service to the Society. SPIE urges you to 

nominate a colleague for his or her outstanding achievements. Nominations may be made 

through October 1 of any given year and are considered active for three years from the 

submission date. Visit SPIE.org/x1164.xml for instructions and nomination forms. 

 

SPIE is the international society for optics and photonics, a not-for-profit organization 

founded in 1955 to advance light-based technologies. The Society serves nearly 225,000 

constituents from approximately 150 countries, offering conferences, continuing education, 

books, journals, and a digital library in support of interdisciplinary information exchange, 

professional growth, and patent precedent. SPIE provided over $2.7 million in support of 

education and outreach programs in 2011. 
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