
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Alù honored with SPIE Early Career Achievement Award 
 

BELLINGHAM, Washington, USA – 12 June 2012 – Andrea Alù, University of Texas at 

Austin, Texas, USA, is the 2012 recipient of the Early Career Achievement Award in 

recognition of his pioneering contributions to optical metamaterials and plasmonic 

phenomena. 
 
“Andrea’s work first came to my attention with his paper (jointly written with Nader Engheta 

who was at the time his research co-advisor) on magnetic resonances of plasmonic clusters. 

I was very interested in that topic at the time, and I found Andreas calculations of the 

magnetic moment of a cluster of plasmonic particles to be very interesting and exciting,” 

said Gennady Shvets, Professor of Physics at The University of Texas at Austin. “Despite his 

young age, Andrea has done some of the pioneering work in the metamaterials area that 

puts him in a category of transformative thinkers in this field.” 

 

Alù is an SPIE Senior Member, and has authored several contributions to the SPIE Journal of 

Nanophotonics, and has contributed papers to several SPIE conferences. He holds three 

patents, and has been awarded the URSI Issac Koga Gold Medal and the AFOSR Young 

Investigator Award. 

 

SPIE Early Career Achievement Award is given annually to an early career professional in 

recognition of significant and innovative technical contributions to any of the engineering or 

scientific fields of interest to SPIE. The award is presented at an SPIE Conference devoted to 

the early career professional's field. An honorarium of $2,000.00 will be presented. 

 

For more information on this year’s recipient and past winners, visit 

http://spie.org/x7066.xml. 

 

SPIE presents several yearly awards that recognize outstanding individual and team 

technical accomplishments and meritorious service to the Society. SPIE urges you to 

nominate a colleague for his or her outstanding achievements. Nominations may be made 

through October 1 of any given year and are considered active for three years from the 

submission date. Visit SPIE.org/x1164.xml for instructions and nomination forms. 

 

SPIE is the international society for optics and photonics, a not-for-profit organization 

founded in 1955 to advance light-based technologies. The Society serves nearly 225,000 

constituents from approximately 150 countries, offering conferences, continuing education, 

books, journals, and a digital library in support of interdisciplinary information exchange, 

professional growth, and patent precedent. SPIE provided over $2.7 million in support of 

education and outreach programs in 2011. 
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